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Our saint had discharged this last office four years when St Sabas,
judging him worthy to be promoted to the priesthood, presented him to
the patriarch Elias. When they came to the church of Mount Calvary,
where the ordination was to be performed, St John said to the patriarch,
" Holy father, I have something to impart to you in private; after which,
if you judge me worthy, I will receive holy orders." The patriarch took
him aside, and John, having obtained from him a promise of secrecy, said,
" Father, I have been ordained a bishop; but on account of the multitude
of my sins have fled, and am come into this desert to wait the visit of
the Lord." The patriarch was startled and calling in St Sabas, said to
him, " I desire to be excused from ordaining this man, on account of
some particulars he has discovered to me." St Sabas went back much
afflicted, fearing lest John had been formerly guilty of some grievous
crime. Under this uncertainty God revealed to him, at his request, the
state of the affair. Whereupon, calling for John, he complained to him
of his unkindness in concealing the matter from him. Finding himself
discovered, John was for quitting the Laura, nor could St Sabas prevail
on him to stay but on a promise never to divulge the secret. John lived
after this four years in his cell without speaking to anyone except to the
person who brought him necessaries. In the year 503 the factious spirit
of certain turbulent disciples obliged St Sabas to quit his Laura. St John,
that he might have no part in such an unhappy disturbance, withdrew into
a neighbouring wilderness, where he spent six years in silence, conversing
only with God and subsisting on the wild roots and herbs which the desert
afforded. When St Sabas was called home again, he went to seek St John
in his desert and brought him back in 510. But a long and happy experi-
ence had taught him that a soul which has been accustomed to converse
only with God finds nothing but emptiness and bitterness in anything
besides. His love of obscurity and humility made him desire more and
more to live unknown to men; but the lustre of his sanctity was such
as rendered it impossible for him to succeed herein to the full extent of
his desire. He went back with his old master and confined himself for
forty years to his cell after his return to the Laura; but did not refuse
instructions to those who resorted to him; among whom was the judicious
and learned monk Cyril, who wrote his life when the saint had lived forty
years in his hermitage, after his return, and was one hundred and four
years old. He at that age retained the vigour of his mind and that sweet-
ness which rendered him always amiable and venerable. The same author
tells us that whilst he was conversing one day with St John on matters of
piety, he saw a man named George bring his son, who was a child possessed
by the devil, and lay him on the ground before the saint without speaking
a word. St John understood the miserable condition of the child and
made the sign of the cross on his forehead with blessed oil, and the same